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BOY BANDS ARE BEST 
Odyssey Arena’s Birthday Survey Reveals Top Events of Last 7 Years

Belfast’s Odyssey Arena celebrates its 7th birthday this week and is marking the occasion by announcing the venue’s Top Ten events of all time according to the Northern Ireland public.

	Ranking
	Top Ten Events

	1
	Westlife

	2
	Take That

	3
	Justin Timberlake

	4
	Lionel Richie

	5
	Ice Hockey

	6
	Disney on Ice

	7
	Pink

	8
	Rod Stewart

	9
	WWE

	10=
	Snow Patrol

	10=
	Coldplay

	10= 
	Bryan Adams


Based on research
 conducted in November, the survey reveals our penchant for boy bands with Westlife ranked as the favourite ever event to be staged at Odyssey Arena. Take That and Justin Timberlake follow suit in the popularity stakes.
The legendary Lionel Richie and Rod Stewart also make it into the top ten, alongside local band Snow Patrol. Pink is surprisingly the only female artiste featured while Disney on Ice proves popular with all ages.   

An impressive 75% of those surveyed have visited the Odyssey Arena more than 10 times since it opened its doors in 2000, with concerts proving to be the most popular reason for visiting, closely followed by family events and ice hockey.

Canadian songstress Celine Dion is named as the artiste that most people would like to see raise the roof at Odyssey Arena.  Even after playing 45 gigs to crowds here in Belfast, Westlife remain as popular as ever and the second most popular choice to see play live. Also on the wish list are Robbie Williams, Bon Jovi and Boyzone who have just announced 2 dates in May.

Nicky Dunn, Odyssey Arena’s Chief Executive, commented: “We are delighted with the feedback the survey has provided us.  It given us an insight into the events that people in Northern Ireland have enjoyed the most in the last 7 years.  

The outstanding success of the Arena since it opened in 2000 has been truly overwhelming - we have welcomed almost 4 million people through our doors in that time.  Not only has it proved to be a huge success with the people of Northern Ireland but it is a firm favourite with major international and European tours.  

It’s not just the quality and volume of events that make our 7th birthday memorable, but also the versatility the Arena has shown in catering for a wide range of events. From Bill Clinton's visit during his Presidency, to Andrea Bocelli’s unforgettable concert in 2004 and the many other world class concerts and sporting events in-between, the last 7 years have been remarkable”.
The success of the Arena looks set to continue, with 2008 dates already in high demand. Pop divas Kylie and Girls Aloud have already announced Belfast Arena dates for next year. Other highlights include; 11 performances of High School Musical – The Ice Tour, the return of Tennis Legends in February and the world’s No.1 musical MAMMA MIA!, which is set to visit Belfast again in March.
ENDS
� Results based on a survey sample of 599 respondents conducted online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.odysseyarena.com" ��www.odysseyarena.com� and via members database from 20.11.07 – 27.11.07.





